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OPERATING SYSTEM ABCs

An Operating System or OS is a software program that enables the computer hardware to communicate and operate with the computer software. Without a computer Operating System a computer would be useless.

OPERATING SYSTEM TYPES

As computers have progressed and developed so have the types of operating systems. Below is a basic list of the different types of operating systems and a few examples of Operating Systems that fall into each of the categories.  Many computer Operating Systems will fall into more then one of the below categories. 

GUI - Short for Graphical User Interface a GUI Operating System contains graphics and icons and is commonly navigated using by using a computer mouse. See our GUI dictionary definition for a complete definition. Below are some examples of GUI Operating Systems. 

System 7.x

Windows 98

Windows CE

Multi-user - A multi-user Operating System allows for multiple users to use the same computer at the same time and/or different times. See our multi-user dictionary definition for a complete definition for a complete definition. Below are some examples of multi-user Operating Systems.

Linux

UNIX

Windows 2000 

Multiprocessing - An Operating System capable of supporting and utilizing more than one computer processor. Below are some examples of multiprocessing Operating Systems.

Linux

UNIX

Windows 2000 

Multitasking - An Operating systems that is capable of allowing multiple software processes to be run at the same time. Below are some examples of multitasking Operating Systems.

UNIX

Windows 2000

Multithreading - Operating systems that allow different parts of a software program to run concurrently. Operating systems that would fall into this category are:

Linux

UNIX

Windows 2000

	Disclaimer

The contents of this article were prepared from the material available on the Internet other sources and modified by our staff to suit our users. We; however, do not tak any responsibility for the use of software and advice mentioned in the article. Users are welcome to follow the advice at their own discretion.
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