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PEER TO PEER NETWORK:

In a peer to peer network, there are no dedicated servers or hierarchy among the computers. All of the computers are equal and therefore are known as peers. Normally each computer functions as both a client and server, and there is no one assigned to be the administrator responsible for the entire network. The user at each computer determines what data on their computer gets shared on the network.

SIZE:

Peers to peer networks are also called workgroups. The term workgroup implies a small group of people. In a peer to peer network, there re typically fewer than 10 computers in the network.

COST:

Peer to peer networks are relatively simple. Because each computer functions as a client and a server. There is no need for a powerful central server, or for the other components needed for a high-capacity network. Peer to Peer networks can be less expansive than server based networks.

PEER TO PEER OPERATING SYSTEMS:

In a peer to peer network, the networking software does not need the same level of performance and security as the networking software designed for dedicated servers. Dedicated servers functions only as servers and are not used as a client or workstation.

IMPLEMENTATION:

In a typical peer to peer environment there are number of networking issues that have standard solutions. These implementation solution include: 

· Computers located at the user’s desk.

· Users act as their own administrator and plan their own security.

· A simple easily visible cabling system is used, which connects computer to computer in the network.

WHERE PEER TO PEER IS APPROPRIATE:

Peer to Peer networks are good choices for environments where:

1. There are fewer than 10 users.

2. The users are all located in the same general area.

3. Security is not an issue.

4. The organization and the network will have limited growth within the foreseeable future.

PEER TO PEER CONSIDERATION:

ADMINISTRATION.

Network administration involves a variety of task including:

· Managing users and security.

· Making resources available.

· Maintaining applications and data.

· Installing and upgrading application software.

SHARING RESOURCES:

All users can share any of their resources in any manner they choose. The resources include data in shared directories, printers, fax cards, and so on.

SERVER BASED NETWORKS:

In a environment with more than 10 users, a peer to peer network – with computers acting as both server and clients will probably not be adequate. Therefore, most networks have dedicated servers. A dedicated server is one that only function as a server and is not used as a client and a workstation. Servers are dedicated because they are optimized to quickly service requests from the network clients and to ensure the security of files and directories. Server based networks have become the standard model for networking.

As networks increase in size and traffic, more than one server on the network is needed. Spreading the tasks among several servers ensures that each task will be performed in the most efficient manner possible.

SERVER BASED NETWORK ADVANTAGES:

A server is designed to provide access to many files and printers while maintaining security and performance to the user.

Server based sharing of data can be centrally administered and controlled. The resources are usually centrally located and are easier to locate and support than resources on random computers.

SECURITY:

Security is most often the primary reason ford choosing a server based approach to networking. In a server based environment, such as windows NT server network security can be managed by one administrator who sets the policy and applies it to every user on the network.

BACKUP:

Because crucial data is centralized on one or a few servers, it is easier to make sure that the data is backed up on regular schedule.

REDUNDANCY:

Through Redundancy systems, the data on any server can be duplicated and kept online so that even if something happens to the primary data storage area for the data. A backup copy of the data can be used to retrieve the data.

NO. OF USERS:

A server  based network can support thousands of users. This type of network would be impossible to manage peer to peer network, but current monitoring and network management utilities make it possible to operate a server based network for large number of users.

	Disclaimer

The contents of this article were prepared from the material available on the Internet other sources and modified by our staff to suit our users. We; however, do not tak any responsibility for the use of software and advice mentioned in the article. Users are welcome to follow the advice at their own discretion.
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